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Mary was appointed as Executive Director of Nursing for Canterbury in 
September 2002 and has been nursing since graduating in 1984.  Mary’s 
clinical background has been diverse with a generalist focus across acute 
medical, surgical and cardiology.   In 1990, she took a year out of practice 
for full time study to complete what was then the Advanced Diploma of 
Nursing at CPIT.  Following this Mary returned to the West Coast and 
established the health promotion service working with health protection, 
public health nurses and rural nurses providing health education and 
health promotion campaigns. 
 
In 1995, Mary was appointed as the nursing leader for the West Coast; 
whilst based in Greymouth she developed the nursing consultancy team 
that provided senior nursing leadership, professional direction and 

support to nurses throughout the West Coast region.   Since then she has worked in Hawkes Bay, 
South Canterbury and Counties Manukau before returning to Canterbury in 2002. 
 
Mary is a member of the Executive Management Team and works with her colleague Directors of 
Nursing and other nursing leaders within the Canterbury Health System to achieve the vision of an 
integrated health system for the people of Canterbury.   Nursing is integral to achieving an 
integrated health system and our focus to achieve this and ensure we have a vibrant and sustainable 
workforce includes focusing on 5 strategic goals, these being: 
 

 Growing our Workforce 

 Attracting our Workforce 

 Enabling our Workforce 

 Extending our Workforce 

 Succession Planning 
 
This collaborative approach extends to the wider South Island within the Alliancing model; Mary 
chairs two of the SI Alliances, these being the SI Workforce Hub (also known as SI Regional Training 
Hub) and the SI Quality & Safety Alliance. 
 
Mary is a member of Nurse Executives of NZ, College of Nurses, Aotearoa, Lead Directors of Nursing 
and until recently was a member of the National Health Board (2009-2014). 
 


