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CHRISTCHURCH:  
A CITY REIMAGINED
Picturesque Christchurch offers 
experiences for all tastes, from golf and 
hot air ballooning to punting on the Avon 
River and relaxing in its stunning Botanic 
Gardens. Reconstruction following a 
major earthquake in 2011 has seen 
Christchurch emerge as a city reimagined, 
complete with inspiring street art, a 
pop-up “Cardboard Cathedral” and 
a quirky shopping mall made from 
brightly coloured shipping containers. 
This newfound energy and inventiveness 
earned Christchurch a spot in Lonely 
Planet’s 2013 Best in Travel guide as one 
of the top 10 cities to visit globally.

  Population:  363,000 people    
  12km from airport to city    
  Accommodation: 5,000 rooms

ACCOMMODATION
There are more than 5,000 rooms on  
offer across Christchurch in a wide variety 
of accommodation, from boutique luxury 
lodges and self-serviced apartments to 
modern hotels with conference facilities 
on site. 

GENERAL DESTINATION INFORMATION

CHRISTCHURCH  
& CANTERBURY

CLIMB aboard the TranzAlpine, one of 
the six top train journeys of the world, to 
experience the stunning scenery of the 
Southern Alps. The spectacular 4.5 hour 
journey travels between Christchurch and 
Greymouth.

SKI or snowboard at one of the 13 ski fields 
in Canterbury during winter. Mt Hutt, the 
largest ski field in the region, is 20 minutes’ 
drive from Methven or 90 minutes’ drive 
from Christchurch.

UNWIND in natural hot pools in the alpine 
village of Hanmer Springs, 90 minutes’ 
drive north of Christchurch. Visitors to 
Hanmer Springs can hike and mountain 
bike on the nearby forest trails or play golf 
at the beautiful Hanmer Springs Golf Club.

BE AMAZED at the diverse range of 
wildlife in Kaikoura, two and a half hours’ 
drive north of Christchurch. It’s the perfect 
place to go swimming with dolphins or 
seals or do some whale watching.

DINE, shop or just relax in the French-
inspired seaside settlement of Akaroa, 
southeast of Christchurch. Visitors can 
experience swimming with the world’s 
smallest dolphin, the Hector’s dolphin. 

TRAVEL west to explore New Zealand’s 
highest mountain, Aoraki Mount Cook, and 
the lakeside township of Tekapo. Get up 
close and personal with the Tasman Glacier 
on a Glacier Explorers tour, or go star gazing 
in the nearby Mackenzie Basin – the world’s 
largest “International Dark Sky Reserve”. 

AIRPORT ACCESS
Christchurch International Airport is 
located 12km northwest of the city 
centre and is the major international 
gateway into the South Island. Business 
and incentive visitors can travel from the 
airport to the city by taxi, shuttle, rental 
car, or public bus.

International flights arrive direct into 
Christchurch from 11 destinations 
around the world. Linking flights are 
available from a wide range of other 
destinations in Asia, Europe, USA, 
South America and the Middle East. 
Air New Zealand and Jetstar offer daily 
flights linking all major cities and many 
smaller towns across New Zealand.

GETTING AROUND
Christchurch’s network of shuttles, taxis 
and public buses makes it easy for 
visitors to travel between the airport, 
accommodation, event venues and city 
attractions. For those travelling outside 
the city limits, luxury coach companies 
can organise tours to popular nearby 
destinations, such as Akaroa, the 
Waipara wine region, and the alpine 
town of Hanmer Springs.
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