
What are the overall quarter three 2012/13 Health Target results? 

Four Health Targets have been met this quarter:  

 Improved access to elective surgery target (106.3 percent) 

 Shorter waits for cancer treatment (99.9 percent) 

 Increased immunisation (88.9 percent) 

 Better help for smokers to quit hospital target (94.8 percent). 

All other national Health Target results have improved compared with quarter two 

2012/13.  

How did each Health Target perform? 

Shorter stays in emergency departments  

The Shorter stays in emergency departments target continued the trend of increased 

performance in quarter three, reaching 94.0 percent; the highest result yet.  This is 

consistent with quarter three results from the last two years where improved results 

reflect an easing of the increased pressure on services over the winter months. The 

number of DHBs meeting the target increased to 11. 

 

Improved access to elective surgery  

The national Improved access to elective surgery target has been achieved, with 

116,171 elective surgical discharges provided, against a target of 109,293 

discharges.  This is 6878 (6 percent) more than planned. Fifteen DHBs have 

achieved their quarter three target. 

 

Shorter waits for cancer treatment 

For the Shorter waits for cancer treatment target the national result is 99.9 percent.  

All but one of the patients, who were ready-for-treatment, received their radiotherapy 

and chemotherapy within four weeks of the decision to treat. One patient waited two 

days over the four week target for chemotherapy.  Approximately 2700 other patients 

with cancer started radiotherapy and chemotherapy within four weeks this quarter. 

 

Increased immunisation  

The Increased immunisation target was 89 percent this quarter. Coverage remains 

the same as quarter two however this is still very good progress as the new Health 

Target aims to achieve coverage of 85 percent of eight-month-olds fully immunised 

by June 2013. Seventeen DHBs have achieved the target.  

 

Better help for smokers to quit 

The hospital component of the Better help for smokers to quit target was 94.8 

percent (rounded to 95 percent) with 12 DHBs achieving the target.  National 



performance for the primary care target was 51 percent, an 8.4 percent improvement 

on quarter two. One DHB met the primary care target, and 18 DHBs improved their 

performance compared to the previous quarter (17 DHBs improved by more than 1 

percent). This is the first quarter where DHB performance against the Better help for 

smokers to quit targets is ranked according to the primary care result. 

 

More heart and diabetes checks 

The More heart and diabetes checks target reached 58.9 percent this quarter, an 

improvement of 3.6 percent compared with quarter two. Nineteen DHBs have 

improved their performance (18 DHBs improved by more than 1 percent). Although 

no DHBs have yet met the target of 75 percent, 13 are achieving 60 percent or more. 

 


