


A brief history of Burwood Hospital 



Before any hospital development, the Burwood site formed part of a 

large land lease called the Sand Hills Run, which stretched from 

the Styx River to Southshore Spit. 
 



1900: The Plague Hospital 
 

Around 1900 a man named Shields went to a Lyttelton doctor 

and was told he had the plague. 

 

Dr Mason, Chief Medical Officer of Health for New Zealand, 

confirmed the diagnosis despite the fact that Shields looked to 

be in remarkably good health.  

 



An agitated 

public 

demanded 

that Shields 

be sent to 

Quail Island.  
 



Some thought 

that the 

Chatham 

Islands would 

be even 

better. 
 



Eventually Mr 

Shields and a 

few other very 

doubtful cases 

were sent to 

live in shacks 

in the 

Burwood 

sandhills.  

 

In 1902 the Hospital Board 

officially took over management of 

the hospital from the City Council.  
 

Relatives of patients were reported 

having to transfer food/gifts over 

the fences on long poles.  
 



By this date, the hospital was handling all 

Christchurch’s scarlet fever cases (there were 

128 cases in 1902-03).  

 

The “plague” victims had all recovered and 

were replaced by tuberculosis patients from 

the Boer War.  
 

1904 
Bottle Lake 

Hospital 



Several detached buildings were 

constructed including a doctor’s house, 

which cost £120. 

 

One cottage, built at a cost of £55 to house 

smallpox cases, was called Tipperary 

because it was sited a long way from the 

rest of the buildings.  

 

A patient from this era recalled visitors not 

being allowed past two parallel  

barbed-wire fences about 20 feet apart.  

1909: Tipperary Place 



Visiting was still across 

the barbed wire: gifts for 

patients, such as bags of 

lollies, were often lobbed 

over the fences.  

 

January 1931 – A large 

fire destroyed around 40 

acres of pines on the site.  

 

1938 – A diphtheria ward 

was added (see picture).  

1920s and 1930s 



This is a view of 

the nurses’ 

accommodation, 

taken c.1938. 



This aerial 

view of the site 

was taken 

around 1940.  

 

The Tipperary 

cottage is still 

in use at lower 

right.  



1941 – The hospital’s name was changed to Burwood Hospital. 

Wards 5 and 6 were added (see picture) plus a matron’s cottage 

and housing for trained nurses.  

1942 – A pioneering plastic surgery unit opened to cater for 

servicemen returning from the war.  

1946 – Wards 7 and 8 were opened. 

Second 

World 

War 



1950s 
 

By the end of the 

1950s, the 

hospital had an 

acute general 

medical ward and 

an acute surgical 

ward, and a 

swimming pool on 

site.  

 

This photo is from 

1955. 



1960 – A new visitors’ entrance and offices opened.  

1961 – A new operating theatre block began to be 

constructed, and the new chapel opened – the £9270 

cost of the chapel was raised largely by a staff 

committee. 

1963 – The Milner Units were built for spinal patients. 

 

By the end of the 1960s, the hospital had a new 

surgical block with operating theatres, recovery rooms 

and X-ray facilities, a new boiler house and 

maintenance block, a pharmacy, and work had begun 

on a new kitchen block and dining room.  
 

1960s: Burwood becomes an important NZ hospital   



Did you know? 

 
The current front fence for the site 

dates from...  

The hospital was not 

connected to the main public 

sewerage system until... 

...1964 ...1970 



1975-79 – The Spinal Unit 

was constructed, opened 

in April 1979. 

  

1984 – Work began to 

build the Physical 

Medicine Department, 

opened in July 1986.  

 

1985 – Self-care hostels 

for spinal patients were 

built.  

1970s and 1980s 

This photo is from 1982 



At the beginning of the decade, the hospital’s theatre 

suite was refurbished. 

 

In 1995 the plastic surgery unit was transferred to 

Christchurch Hospital, and the hospital’s future was 

reviewed. 

 

By 1997 it had been decided to retain Burwood as a 

centre for spinal and older persons’ care.   

 

Two major redevelopment projects were planned 

over the following 10 years.   
 

 

1990s 



Redevelopment Stage 1 began, 

with a new administrative 

building and main entrance, a 

new ward block and corridors, a 

new orthopaedic rehabilitation 

unit (the Allan Bean Centre), and 

refurbishment of the spinal unit.  

 

This photo shows the Chapel 

being relocated. 

2001 



Stage 1 completed, September 2002. 



This aerial view is from 2004 



Redevelopment Stage 2 comprised four orthopaedic 

operating theatres, a ward block and a special care unit, 

plus a new entrance for admitting patients.  

2004-06 



• In 2009, the Canterbury District Health Board 

developed a Facilities Master Plan for its 

Christchurch health care facilities.  

 

• Then the 2010-11 earthquakes intervened, 

damaging 12,000 of 14,000 hospital rooms in 

Canterbury. 

 

• Because so many buildings were damaged, 

the plan was fast-tracked by the Government.  

 

• A detailed business case was written and in 

December 2012 Cabinet approved a huge 

investment into Christchurch and Burwood 

hospitals.  
 

2009 onwards: It’s all happening 



This aerial view is from early 2013, before the current development work began 



2013 – Site preparation is underway to transform Burwood Hospital into 

a 230-bed facility also capable of handling up to 80,000 outpatient visits 

per year. This is an artist’s impression of the proposed new buildings.  


